56

their higher selves. The lives of people may be
changed by personal contact with a pupil; whilst he
himself will become an increasingly potent centre
of the spiritual power as he lives his life of
pupilhood.

The thoughts of the western pupil must be closely
guarded, daily and hourly, since they affect the
consciousness of his Master.  Especially is this
important for those who engage in business, for their
occupation demands concentration on material
matters.  Those who are not so occupied have
an even more difficult task, for, less concentration
being demanded from them in the daily round,
their minds are more susceptible to the thought
currents around them and tend to reflect into
their consciousness the trivial, often unpleasant,
thought atmosphere of their environment. Hence
the necessity for the steady practice of thought-
control.

The pupil must have only a detached interest in
the smaller affairs of the world. Knowledge of
daily events is useful in enabling him to help where
needed, but he must not allow his interest to be
absorbed.  The major part of his consciousness
must be fixed upon his Master, upon his work for
the world, his spiritual ideals, and upon his task of
character development. He must become capable
of unwavering concentration upon any of these,
continually guarding his consciousness against the
intrusion of worldly and impure thoughts. His mind